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Cladding 

 Type of “extra layer on outside of buildings. 

 Attached to framework or intermediate layer of 
battens or spaces. 

 Mainly used to stop weather (rain and wind). 

 Sound and thermal insulation as well as fire resistance. 

 Used to make exterior look more attractive. 

 It is made from wood, metal, brick, vinyl, composite 
materials that can include aluminium, wood, blends of 
cement and recycled polystyrene, wheat/rice straw 
fibres. 



Aluminium Composite Cladding 

 Potential for fire to spread quickly upwards in a 
building if inappropriate products are used. 

 Panels consist of two aluminium faces and core 
material such as polyethylene, a mineral-based 
material, or a combination of both. 

 Panels are between 3mm and 5mm thick. 

 They may look similar on the outside, but core 
materials may differ and affect their fire resistance. 

 Panels with a higher proportion mineral core are 
considered to withstand fire better, but can still be 
considered combustible. 

 



Flammability of Cladding 



Hospitals found to have cladding… 

Centenary Hospital for Women and 
Children, Canberra 

Princess Alexandra Hospital, 
Brisbane 



How has this happened? 

 Audit has found over 1000 buildings have 
presence of combustible cladding  

 Number of reasons contributing: 

 The product itself is a non-conforming product 
and has not been checked before installation 

 appropriate evidence may not have been sought  
by the principal certifying authority to confirm 
materials are the same as specified in approval 
documentation and have been installed correctly 

 

 



NSW Response 

 Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Amendment (Fire Safety and Building 
Certification) Regulation 2017 (NSW) due to 
commence 1 October 2017 introduces  

 mandatory involvement of ’competent fire safety 
practitioners’ who will be required to be 
accredited. 

 

 

 

 



NSW Response … 

 mandatory submission of endorsed plans and 
specifications for complex fire safety systems to 
the certifying authority before those systems are 
installed. 

 new and changed requirements for the 
documenting, endorsing and checking of non-
standard fire safety designs (referred to as 
performance solutions / alternative solutions 
under the Building Code of Australia). 

 



NSW Response… 

 limited exceptions from compliance with technical 
standards for minor safety system works. 

 new critical stage inspections targeting 
apartments and other buildings where people 
sleep eg hospitals, aged care facilities 

 new Fire and Rescue NSW inspection power for 
multi-unit residential buildings;  and 

 assessment of the ongoing performance of 
essential fire safety measures must now be 
undertaken by ‘competent fire safety 
practitioners’. 

 



Implications for WHS 

 A PCBU must ensure, so far as is reasonably 
practicable, the provision and maintenance of 
a work environment without risks to health 
and safety  

 A PCBU (person conducting a business or 
undertaking) must ensure that an emergency 
plan is prepared for the workplace  



Implications of WHS 

 The plan must be based on an assessment of 
the hazards at the workplace, including the 
possible consequences of an incident 
occurring as a result of those hazards. 

 Different types of situations must be 
addressed eg risk of fire 
 

 



Emergency Plan must include…  

 emergency procedures, including: 

 „ effective response to emergency 

 „ evacuation procedures 

 „ notification of emergency services asap  

 „ medical treatment and assistance; and 

 „ effective communication between the person 
authorised by the PCBU to coordinate emergency 
response & all persons at the workplace. 

 



Emergency Plan must include… 

 testing of the emergency procedures, 
including how often they should be tested 

 information, training and instruction to 
relevant workers in relation to implementing 
the emergency procedures. 

 Review plan in conjunction with fire safety 
experts and “Managing the work environment 
and facilities- Code of Practice” 
 

 

   

 

 



Is there cladding at the workplace? 

 In the absence of rectification work or whilst they 
are underway, the risk needs to be assessed and 
managed so far as is reasonably practicable. 

 Measures include regular evacuation practice 
drills (at least every twelve months) 

 Use & maintenance of equipment for fires (or 
events that can contribute to fires (eg, fire 
extinguishers, early warning systems such as fixed 
gas monitors or smoke detectors and automatic 
response systems such as sprinklers)  
 



Questions 


