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About the AIHW

→ 30 years of providing high-quality, independent evidence 

on health and welfare in Australia

→ Our vision

→ Stronger evidence

→ Better decisions

→ Improved health and welfare

→ Our purpose

→ To create authoritative and accessible information and 

statistics that inform decisions and improve the health and 

welfare of all Australians
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What we do 
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AIHW’s products and services

→ Print and online reports

→ Tables, cubes and interactive data

→ Data on request

→ Data linkage

→ Metadata support

→ Validata
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AIHW’s websites

www.aihw.gov.au   |   www.myhealthycommunities.gov.au   |   www.myhospitals.gov.au   |   www.gen-agedcarddata.gov.au   |   meteor.aihw.gov.au
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AIHW’s data – National Health Data Sets

Admitted patient care 

Alcohol and other drug treatment services 

Community mental health care 

Elective surgery waiting times

Government health expenditure

Public hospital establishments

Mental health establishments

Non-admitted patient care hospital aggregate

Non-admitted patient emergency department care

Perinatal 

Public dental waiting times

Radiotherapy waiting times 

Residential mental health care

Activity based funding: Emergency service care

Activity based funding: Mental health care

Admitted patient care

Admitted subacute and non-acute hospital care

Indigenous primary health care

Mental health non-government organisation establishments

Mental health seclusion and restraint

National Bowel Cancer Screening Program

Prisoner health 

Registered health labour force
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Data linkage at AIHW
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Data linkage example - Fourth Study of Mortality and Cancer 
Incidence in F-111 Aircraft Maintenance Personnel

https://www.globalaircraft.org/planes/f-111_aardvark.pl
https://www.globalaircraft.org/planes/f-111_aardvark.pl
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Data linkage example - Pathways in Aged Care
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Data linkage example - The effects of CT scans in early 
childhood
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Data linkage example - Veteran’s suicide prevalence

(b) All causes(a) Suicide

* A statistically significant difference between the ADF population group and Australian men of the same age.
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Data linkage example - Exploring drug treatment and 
homelessness in Australia: 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2014
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→Increasing number of AIHW’s 

products are reporting data at 

smaller area levels. e.g. PHN, 

SA3.

Geographical disaggregation in AIHW reporting
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→Division of roles and responsibilities across levels of 

government.

→Services delivered by public, private and not-for-profit 

organisations. 

→No ‘master’ data set

→Mental health information has been a priority since 1990s.

→The sector is relatively data rich - significant work undertaken.

Mental health data in Australia



1998

June 1998
Second  National Mental 
Health Plan commenced

1991

March 1991
Ministers
agree to Mental Health 
Statement of Rights and 
Responsibilities

1993

July 1993
First National Mental Health  
Plan incorporated in Medicare 
Agreements

1999

June 1999
First Edition National  
Information Priorities released

2003

July 2003
Third National Mental Health 
Plan released

A potted history – over 20 years 
of development



2011

May 2011
Fourth National Mental Health 

Plan Measurement Strategy 
released

Potted history (cont)

2009

November 2009
Fourth National Mental Health 
Plan released

2005

June 2005
2nd Edition of Mental Health 
Information Priorities

2008

2008
AHCA extended to June 2009

July 2006
COAG National Action Plan on 

Mental Health signed

2006



2017

July 2016
NDIS trial period finishes 
and roll out of the full 
scheme commences

Potted history (cont)

2015

November 2015
Australian Government 
response to the 2014 Review 
of Mental Health Programmes 
and Services

2012

2012
A Contributing Life: the 2012 
National Report Card on 
Mental Health and Suicide 
Prevention

2014

2014
Contributing Lives, Thriving 

Communities - Review of Mental 
Health Programmes and 

Services

2013
A Contributing Life: the 2013 

National Report Card on 
Mental Health and Suicide 

Prevention

2013 2016

October 2017
Fifth National Mental Health 
and Suicide Prevention Plan 

released

July 2017
PHN data collection begins
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Mental health data 
governance structures

COAG
Health Council

(CHC)

Australian Health 
Ministers’ Advisory 

Council 
(AHMAC)

Mental Health 
Principal Committee

(MHPC)

Inter-Governmental 
Committee on Drugs 

(IGCD)

Health Services Principal 
Committee

(HSPC)

National Mental Health 
Information 

Development Expert 
Advisory Panel 
(NMHIDEAP)

National Mental 
Health Performance 

Subcommittee 
(NMHPSC)

National Mental 
Health Data Set 
Subcommittee

(NMHDS SC)

Safety and Quality 
Partnership Standing 

Committee
(SQPSC)

Mental Health 
Information Strategy 
Standing Committee 

(MHISSC)

National Mental Health 
Information 

Development Expert 
Advisory Panel 
(NMHIDEAP)

National Mental Health 
Information 

Development Expert 
Advisory Panel 
(NMHIDEAP)

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Mental 
Health Subcommittee 
(ATSIMHSC)

Suicide Prevention 
Subcommittee (SPSC)
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Mental health status of the population:

→ Three National Surveys of Mental Health and Wellbeing (including adult, child and psychosis components)

Health system performance – e.g. inputs, outputs and outcomes

→ Routine administrative data:

→ Mental Health National Minimum Data Sets x 4

→ National Outcomes and Casemix Collection x 1

→ Medicare Benefits Scheme (MBS and PBS)

→ Special collections e.g. SDAC, National Health Survey, Patient Experience Survey

Broader human service system: 

→ Homelessness collection

→ Alcohol and Other Drug services collection

→ Other

National mental health datasets
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→The AIHW report Mental health services in Australia includes information on national recurrent 

expenditure on mental health-related services. 

→This report takes a health portfolio approach to reporting.

→ Around $8.5 billion, or $361 per person, was estimated to be spent on mental health-related 

services in Australia during 2014–15.

→around 7.8% of total health expenditure.

→$5.1 billion was funded by state and territory governments

→$3.0 billion by the Australian Government

→$408 million) by private health insurance funds. 

Mental health data: the perspective is important
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→The National Mental Health Commission's 2014 

Review of Mental Health Programmes and Services 

used a broader methodology to estimate Australian 

Government expenditure on mental health. 

→Information received by the Commission from 16 

Commonwealth agencies, in 2012–13 showed 

almost $10 billion was spent on mental health and 

suicide prevention programs. 

Mental health data: the 
perspective is important
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→Collect, validate and report on 4 Mental Health NMDSs.

→Secretariat for 3 national mental health committees.

→Reporting via online the Mental Health Services in Australia website and My 

Healthy Communities website

→Assist the National Mental Health Commission’s 5th National Mental Health 

and Suicide Prevention Plan reporting activities 

AIHW’s role in mental health data
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→Funded by the Australian Government Department of Health

→Supported by the Mental Health Information Strategy Standing Committee (MHISSC) and states 

and territories

→Aims to be a ‘one stop shop’ for mental health services data

→Variety of applications used: 

→Kentico Content Management System

→Tableau 

→Excel

→PDF

→Companion ‘in-brief’ hardcopy report

Mental Health Services in Australia report

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/summary
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/report-contents/summary
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→Community Mental Health Care National Minimum Data Set

→Contains data on service contacts provided by public sector specialised community mental health 

services in Australia. 

→Examples of data elements included in the collection are demographic characteristics of patients, such 

as age and sex, clinical information, such as principal diagnosis and mental health legal status, and 

service provision information, such as contact duration and session type. 

→Residential Mental Health Care National Minimum Data Set

→Contains data on episodes of residential care provided by government-funded residential mental health 

services in Australia.

→Examples of data elements included in the collection are demographic characteristics of residents, such 

as age and sex, and clinical information, such as principal diagnosis and mental health legal status.

AIHW’s Mental Health Data Collections
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→National Mental Health Establishments Database

→Contains data all specialised mental health services managed or funded, partially or fully, by state or 

territory health authorities in Australia. 

→Examples of data elements included in the collection are type of service, expenditure information and 

characteristics of workforce, such as number and type of workers. 

→Mental Health Seclusion and Restraint National Best Endeavours Data Set

→Contains data on episodes of seclusion and restraint which occur in specialised mental health public 

hospital acute service units in Australia.

→Examples of data elements included in the collection are type of restrictive practice, duration of 

intervention and target population group.

AIHW’s Mental Health Data Collections
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Mental health data: an overview
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SHS clients with and without a current mental health issue, Accommodation service use, 

states and territories, 2015–16

Our data: Specialist homelessness services
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National seclusion rates 2008–09 to 2015–16

Our data: Seclusion
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Rate of seclusion events, public sector acute mental health hospital services, states and 

territories, 2011–12 to 2015–16

Our data: Seclusion (cont.)
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Rate of restraint events in public sector acute mental health hospital services, 2015-16

Our data: Seclusion (cont.)
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Mental health care, by setting and mental health legal status (per cent), 2015–16

Our data: Involuntary treatment
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Community mental health care service contact rates, by demographic variables, 2015–16

Our data: Community mental health care
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People receiving Medicare-subsidised mental health-related services, by provider type, 

2007–08 to 2015–16

Our data: Medicare-subsidised mental health services
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Rate of mental health-related subsidised prescriptions dispensed (left) vs Australian 

Government expenditure on mental health-related subsidised medications (right), 2005–06 

to 2015–16

Our data: Mental health related prescriptions & expenditure
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Data visualisation

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/specialised-mental-health-care/residential-mental-health-care-services/interactive-data
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-in-australia/specialised-mental-health-care/residential-mental-health-care-services/interactive-data
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→Explore reporting at different geographical levels – e.g. PHNs

→Continue developing and validating restrictive practices data with Chief psychiatrists. 

→Refine website and data visualisation tools

→Continued development and reporting on consumer and carer measures of satisfaction, 

e.g. Your Experience of Service (YES) survey

→Data linkage opportunities – e.g. CMHC

→5th National Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Plan implementation

Future directions
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