
The 2019 John Deeble Lecture and panel discussion   

 

Moderator 
Professor Johanna Westbrook, Director of the Centre for Health Systems and Safety Research, 
Australian Institute of Health Innovation, Macquarie University 
 

Johanna is internationally recognised for her research evaluating the effects of 
information and communication technology (ICT) in health care. Her research 

has led to significant advances in our understanding of how clinical information 
systems deliver (or fail to deliver) expected benefits and supported translation 
of this evidence into policy, practice, and IT system changes. Johanna is a Fellow 

of the American College of Medical Informatics (ACMI). In 2016 she was 
appointed to the Board of the Australian Digital Health Agency.  

 

Panel Members 
 

Professor Ian Frazer, Chief Executive and Director, Translation Research Institute, UQ 
 

Ian Frazer is a clinician scientist. He is recognised as co-inventor of the 
technology enabling the HPV vaccines, currently used worldwide to help 
prevent cervical cancer. He is current president of the Australian Academy of 

Health and Medical Sciences, and a member of the Commonwealth Science 
Council. Most recently appointed chair of the federal governments Medical 

Research Future Fund. He was recognised as Australian of the Year in 2006.  

 

 

Honourable Nicola Roxon, Chair HESTA 
 

A well-respected and former politician, Nicola was a member of the Australian 

Parliament for 15 years (1998-2013). She served as Australia’s Health Minister 
for four years from 2007 and oversaw major reforms to Australia’s public 
hospital, primary care and preventative health systems. In 2011 she became 

Australia’s first female Attorney-General. Nicola has received national and 
international awards in recognition of her public health work, particularly in 

tobacco control. Under her leadership, Australia successfully introduced a world 
first - plain packaging of tobacco with large, graphic health warnings. This 

helped reduce cigarette consumption and its associated health impacts.  

 
 

Romlie Mokak, Commissioner, Productivity Commission 
 

Romlie is a Djugun man and a member of the Yawuru people. Romlie was 

previously Chief Executive of the Lowitja Institute, Australia’s national institute 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health research, and the Chief Executive 
of the Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association for almost a decade. Earlier 

roles included Director, Substance Use, and Manager of the National Eye Health 
Program, for the Australian Government’s Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health. He was the first Aboriginal policy officer in the NSW 

government Ageing and Disability Department.  

 


