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Disease - a public health failure 

• Defining public health 
– We have always attempted to be positive 

• Clean water 
• Sanitation 
• Immunisation 

• Time to get on the front foot 
– If disease is a public health failure 

• Minister, political party are responsible for failure 
• Hold them to account 

 



PHAA Health Equity Values Statement (1) 

• Health is a human right, a vital resource for everyday 
life, and a key factor in sustainability.  

• Health equity and inequity do not exist in isolation 
from the conditions of society that underpin people’s 
health.  

• The health status of all people is impacted by the 
social, political, environmental and economic 
determinants of health.  

• Specific focus on these determinants is necessary to 
reduce the unfair and unjust effects of conditions of 
living that cause poor health and disease.  



PHAA Health Equity Values Statement (2) 

• Equity in health, whether nationally or internationally, 
is about eliminating unnecessary, avoidable, and 
preventable health differences among and between 
population groups and communities.  

• Social position is directly correlated with health, 
resulting in a ‘social-health gradient’ that affects all 
parts of society.  

• The widening gap across the social gradient is of 
increasing concern.   

• Health inequities are underpinned by social inequities 
and are understood primarily at the level of 
populations rather than individuals.  
 



• The PHAA believes that systematic differences 
in social equity and health impose a growing 
threat to the fabric of Australian society, to 
productivity and our sense of fairness.  

• Health is created by universal quality health 
care but is primarily produced in families, 
schools and workplaces, in playgrounds and 
parks, in the air we breathe, the water we 
drink, and the food we eat. 
 

PHAA Health Equity Values Statement (3) 



• The PHAA will act, and call for action, to 
address the social determinants of health in a 
concerted manner at all levels of government 
and by all relevant sectors and stakeholders. 

•  Together it is our responsibility to strengthen 
prevention and health promotion to focus on 
social deprivation and health inequities. 
 

PHAA Health Equity Values Statement (4) 



Prevention 
• How does prevention fit into Universal Healthcare 

– It is a pre-condition 
• families  
• schools and workplaces  
• playgrounds and parks  
• the air we breathe  
• the water we drink 
• the food we eat 

• Immunisation 
– How do we ensure equal and appropriate access? 
– Access  

• Item number for providers for vaccination 
• Appropriate vaccines available without charge 
• Pertussis 

 



Oral health 

• Fluoridation 
• Denticare 
• A population health approach 

– integration of oral health within primary health 
care 

– prevention oriented, person centred clinical care.  

• Health promotion  
 



Primary health care 

• Comprehensive primary health care services 
include a multidisciplinary range of services 
and programs that are accessible, equitable, 
continuous, culturally respectful, safe, 
effective and efficient.  

•   
 



Mental health 

• The leading cause of disability burden in 
Australia  

• A national, collaborative and multi-sectoral 
approach to improving mental health and 
wellbeing 

• Mental health should be included in chronic 
disease initiatives.  
 



Refugee health 

• Equitable social and health services 
– refugees  
– asylum seekers  

• Regardless of visa category  
 



Palliative Care 

• Is there are more important issue for universal 
coverage? 

• Politically saleable reform 
– Across the political spectrum 
– Primary care to tertiary care 

• Apply a population health approach 



Where to put the priorities? 

 
• The issues are complex and require a very 

broad approach 
– But we cannot use this as an excuse 

• Let’s start with the greatest need 
– To be effective there will need to be a gathering of 

general agreement 
• The problem 
• The solution 
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