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JustHealth Consultants is the consultancy service of AHHA, launched to support Australian healthcare organisations at 
national, state, regional hospital and community levels across all sectors to meet complex governance and organisational 

requirements of today’s healthcare system. 

SERVICE EXAMPLE:  

CLIMATE AND HEALTH STRATEGY 

Client Sydney North Health Network 

Services Literature review, stakeholder consultation, strategy development 

 

Context 

 

 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) has declared Climate Change ‘the 
greatest threat to global health in the 21st century’ calling on the heath 
sector to take action to fulfil its duty of care to protect the health of 
current and future generations. 

The Australian health sector contributed to 7.2% of Australia’s total 
carbon emissions in 2014-15, with hospitals and pharmaceuticals the 
major contributors. Primary health care’s role in reducing the health 
sector carbon footprint is through direct action to lower its own emissions 
contribution, but possibly more significantly indirectly by decreasing 
Australia’s reliance on hospital-based health care. The primary health care 
sector also has a role in building the resilience of communities, 
anticipating their climate risks, mitigating the impacts of climate change 
on health and wellbeing and strengthening the system’s resilience and 
adaptive capacity to climate-related hazards and disasters. Globally, 
however, there are few examples of strategic approaches in primary 
health care. 

AHHA is a founding member of the Global Green and Healthy Hospitals 
initiative and a key contributor to the development of the Framework for 
a National Strategy on Climate, Health and Well-Being for Australia. In 
2020 AHHA worked extensively on the issues of natural disaster, bushfire 
and climate health system preparedness and resilience, as well as striving 
to ensure an equitable, evidence-based value driven recovery from 
COVID-19. Through this, AHHA has explored the opportunities and 
challenges facing the health system when responding to an increasingly 
volatile Australian climate. 

With this background, Sydney North Health Network commissioned AHHA 
to develop a Climate and Health Strategy. 
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Approach The strategy built on the foundation established in the Framework for a 
National Strategy for Climate Health and Wellbeing with a focus on 
prioritising regional actions across the seven areas of national policy 
identified.  

AHHA developed the strategy in collaboration with SNHN Climate and 
Health Steering Committee and key members of the SNHN Community 
and Clinical Councils.  

AHHA also identified existing data sources and mapping capability within 
the region, along with potential partner organisations to strengthen and 
inform SNHN priority areas and climate actions. 

Result 

 

AHHA developed a Climate and Health Strategy that aligned with the 
SNHN strategic plan, providing contextual information, strategies, actions, 
measures of success and an approach for monitoring progress. 

 

Date completed October 2020 

 

 


