
Housing for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander renal patients

Deeble Issues Brief No. 30: Improving access to housing for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

renal patients with complex care needs

Policy influence was identified as

having political, systems wide,

academic and media impact.

Examples include:

Government funding  from Aboriginal

Hostels Limited and Prime Minister

and Cabinet to implement and pilot

appropriate housing for Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander renal

patients relocating to Darwin for

dialysis.
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‘My work within the Deeble Institute's scholarship program and the relationships I developed
through it provided a platform of redress for the insecure housing and homelessness
experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander renal patients in the Northern Territory.’

MS STEFANIE PUSZKA| DEEBLE INSTITUTE SCHOLAR
PhD Student,  Charles Darwin University /  Austral ian National University

Access to housing and accommodation

amongst Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander renal patients in the Northern

Territory who relocate for treatments is

inappropriate, inaccessible and

unaffordable.

This is a consequence of poorly targeted

housing strategies, and delays in income

support payments  resulting in housing

exclusion and risk of homelessness

amongst patients. 

Failure to address the housing and

accommodation of renal patients has also

led to inefficiencies and wastage in health

services. 

Policy opportunities identified include:

Housing policy frameworks should

address the impact of health service

delivery models that result in

permanent patient relocation.

A new model of accommodation to

meet the needs of long term

renal/medical residents in partnership

with stakeholders should be

developed and piloted.

Centrelink processing of Disability

Support Pension applications should

be urgently reviewed and improved 

Disabilities among Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islander renal patients

should be appropriately assessed and

supported.
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